New Columbus Associates from left to right: Front row (seated) — Juanita Rickman,
Marjorie McFadden, Veronica McCabe; Middle row (standing) — Tanya Willett,
Bonnie Lee, Nancy Elliott, Chris Jacobs, Doug Mould, Victoria Taylor, Anthony
Taylor, Maura Flannery, Theresa Kempker, Andy Duda; Back Row: Mary Gilliland,
SuAnn Duda, Diana Winkler, Beth Sheumaker, Mary Ann Armstrong, Rose Riley,
Roberta Schiele. Not pictured: Cathy Alexander

Twenty-two Make Commitments as Dominican Associates

The Dominican Sisters of St. Mary of the Springs accepted the commitment of 22 new
Dominican Associates on Thursday, August 14, 2008. These individuals completed a year-long
discernment process that culminated in the ceremony, at which they made an initial commitment
of one year as Associates.

They join 179 other lay persons and diocesan clergy as Dominican Associates of St. Mary of the
Springs and are, in turn, part of a growing trend in religious life. Associates are those who feel
called to partnership with the vowed members of a religious congregation to live out the charism
and mission of the Order in their everyday lives.



In a recent study, American congregations reported that the number of Associates had swelled to
more than 30,000, making it the fastest growing movement in the Catholic Church today in the
United States. Dominican Associates are unique in their call to Dominican principals of seeking
Truth and preaching the Gospel in their everyday lives.

The Commitment Ceremony also included a rite of renewal for more than 50 individuals across
the country who asked to re-commit themselves as Dominican Associates of St. Mary of the
Springs.

A new group of candidates will begin a discernment process in September, journeying to become
Dominican Associates next year. Information sessions for those interested in the discernment
process or in learning about the Associate program in general will be held on Saturday,
September 6, at 10 am and on Thursday, September 11, at 7 pm at the Martin de Porres Center,
located on the grounds of St. Mary of the Springs.

For more information on the Dominican Associates contact Anita Davidson, Coordinator of
Associates 614-416-1054 or e-mail adavidson@columbusdominicans.org



